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CHARTER
OF TRANSDISCIPLINARITY

Preamble

Whereas the-present proliferation of academic and non-academic
disciplines is leading to an exponential increase of knowledge
which makes impossible any global view of the human being,

and Whereas only a form of intelligence able to grasp the pla-
netary dimension of current conflicts could face the complexity of
our world and the present challenge of a material and spiritual self-
destruction of the human species,

and Whereas life on earth is seriously threatened by the triumph
of thechno-science which obeys only the frightening logic of pro-
ductivity for the sake productivity,

and Whereas the present rupture between an increasingly quan-
titative knowledge and an increasingly impoverished inner ideatity
is leading to the rise of a new brand of obscurantism whose indi-
vidual and social consequences are incalculable,

and Whereas the historically unprecedented growth of know-
ledge is increasing the inequality between those who possess and
those who do not, thus engendering increaging inequality within
each nation and between the different nations of our planet,

and Whereas, at the same time, these challenges alsohavea
positive counterpart whereby this extraordinary development of
knowledge could eventually lead to an evolution not unlike that of
the primates into Homo sapiens:

In consideration of ail the preceding, the participants of the First
World Congress of Transdisciplinarity (Convento da Arrdbida,
Portugal, 2-7 November 1994) have adopted the present Charfer,
which comprises the fundamental principles of the community of
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transdisciplinary researchers, and constitties a personal moral
commitment which every signatory of this Charter makes, without
any lega! or institutional constraint.

Article 1: Any attempt to reduce the concept of human beingto a
mere definition and to reduce it to a formal structure, no matter
what, is incompatible with a transdisciplinary vision.

Article 2: The recognition of the existence of different levels of
reality, governed by different types of logic, is inherent in the trans-
disciplinary approach. Any attempt to reduce reality to one single
form of logic is incompatible with Transdisciplinarity.

Article 3: Transdisciplinarity complements the disciplinary appr-
vach. Out of the dialogue between disciplines it produces new
resnits and new interactions between them. It offers a new vision of
nature and reality. Transdisciplinarity does not seek mastery over
several disciplines but aims to open all disciplines to what they
have in common and to what lies beyond their boundaries.

Article 4: The keystone to Transdisciplinarity is the semantic and
effective unification of the distinctions between what runs through
and what is beyond different disciplines. It presupposes an open-
minded rationality, through a fresh look at the relativity of such
notions as «definition» and «objectivity». An excess of formalism,
rigidity of definitions and a claim to tofal objectivity, implying the
exclusion of the Subject, can only have a negative effect.

Article $: The transdisciplinary vision is determinedly open in that
it transcends the field of the exact sciences by encouraging them to
communicate and be reconciled with not only the humanities and

the social sciences, but also with art, literature, poetry and spiritual
experience.

Article 6: In relation to interdisciplinarity and multidisciplinarity,
Transdisciplinarity is multireferential and multidimensional. While
fully recognizing the various approaches to time and history, Trans-
disciplinarity does not exclude a transhistorical horizon.

Article 7 Transdisciplinarity constitutes neither a new religion, nor
a new philosophy, nor new metaphysics, nor a science of sciences.
YYY



Article 8: The dignity of the human being has both planetary and
cosmic dimensions. The appearance of human beings on Earth is
one of the stages in the history of the Universe. The recognition of
the Earth as our home is one of the imperatives of Transdis~
ciplinarity, Every human being is entitled to a nationality, but as an
inhabitant of the Earth is also a transnational being, The acknow-
ledgement by international law of this twofold belonging, to a

nation and to the Earth, is one of the pgoals of transdisciplinary
research,

Article 9: Transdisciplinarity leads to an open attitude fowards
myth, religion and towards those who respect them in a transdis-
ciplinary spirit.

Article 18: No single culture is privileged over all other cultures.
The transdisciplinary approach is inherently transcultural.

Article 11: An appropriate education should not value abstraction
over other forms of knowiedge. It should teach contextusl, concrete
and global spproaches. Transdisciplinary education is founded on
the reevaluation of the role of intuition, imagination, sengibility and
the body iu the transmission of knowledge.

Article 12: The development of a transdisciplinary economy based
on the postulate that economy should serve the human being and
not the reverse.

Article 13: Transdisciplinary ethics reject any attitude which refu-
ses dialogue and discussion, no matter whether the origin of this
attitude is ideological, scientistio, religious, economic, political or
philogsophical. Shared knowledge should lead to a shared under-
standing based on an absolute respect for the collective and indivi-
dua! diversities united by our common life on the one and the same
Earth.

Article 14: Rigour, openness, and tolerance are the fundamental
characteristics of the transdisciplinary attitude and vision. Rigour in
argument, taking into account all existing data, is the best barrier to
possible distortions. Openness involves an acceptance of the un-
known, the unexpected and the unforeseeable, Tolerance implies an
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acknowledgement of the right to ideas and truths opposed to our
own.

Article final: The present Charter of Transdisciplinarity was
adopted by the participants of the first World Congress of Trans-
disciplinarity, with no claim to any asuthority other than their own
achievements and activities.

In accordance with procedures to be agreed upon by trans.
disciplinary-minded researchers of all countries, this Charter is
open to the signatare of any person interested in promoting prog-
ressive national, international, and fransnational measures 1o ensure
the application of these Articles in everyday life.

Convento da Arrébids,
November 6% 1994

Redacttorn Commitiee
Lirne de Freitag, Bdgar Morin and Baserab Nicoleseu

Translated from Franch &y
Boaijka Sokolova, Elitol Leader, Michdle Ducloz and Busarab Nicolescu
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